Decreasing enrolments in psychiatry and child psychiatry training programs, decreasing funds for training and research, delisting of some psychiatric treatments as insured medical services, and an informed and increasingly critical public represent unparalleled challenges to our profession. These are sobering issues and should lead to concern about the state of the profession and its long term viability. Despite these concerns, there are some signs of hope. Much progress has been made in the quality of child psychiatric research and scholarly publications in Canada. This issue amply testifies to this fact.
Ontario Child Health Survey. Showing the same sophistication and attention to detail that has characterized their previous publications and utilizing the concepts of convergent and discriminant validity, they demonstrate the validity of the OCHS scales.
Valla and colleagues examine the associations between informants and child disorder in a clinical sample. The results support previous findings of the weak associations between parent and child reports of child psychiatric disorder in community based samples. This report also details the systematic differences in prevalence obtained according to the child's age, sex, type of informant, and presence or absence of a psychiatric disorder in the parent informant. This study highlights the complexity of defining disorder, one of the essential tasks in any systematic enquiry into childhood disturbance.
In a study that is both methodologically sophisticated and of theoretical importance, Beiser and colleagues describe the development and testing of measures of self-perceived academic and social competence among native and non native children. The psychometric properties of the instruments are examined and judged to be suitable for elementary school age children from First Nations as well as majority culture background. Differences in the self percepts between the native and non native children over time were noted. Findings support the view that for native students, the school is an environment asynchronous with other major arenas of socialization. Replication and further research will help clarify the implications of these findings for theory and practice.
Holland and Moretti describe a community-oriented program, intended to ensure long term care for conduct disordered youth and present the positive response to the program in a six month follow-up. Given that there are so few outcome studies and fewer still that report positive results with conduct disordered youth, this study should be carefully examined for the lessons it holds for the treatment of children and adolescents with these disorders. Using attachment theory, the authors also provide a theoretical rationale for their approach.
Continuing on the theme of treatment, Grizenko and others report on the results of a comparison of outpatient treatment and day treatment for disruptive behaviour problems. Treatment effects were demonstrated for a wide variety of Rod Macleod, and editor-in-chief, Eddie Kingstone, for their unfailing support. Thanks also to Leanne Ridgeway and Christine Parent in the editorial office, whose friendly efficiency made my job so much easier. Finally, a special word of thanks to Mrs. Agnes Garside for her cheerful and dedicated assistance with every stage in the process of editing these child psychiatry editions.
behavioral outcomes showing the supenonty of day treatment over outpatient treatment. The authors conclude that a study utilizing a full experimental design with random assignment to properly assess the clinical effectiveness of day treatment is now warranted. Although preliminary, this study is important in pointing toward evaluation procedures for clinically referred populations of highly disturbed children in day treatment programs. Moving from the hospital to the community, MacMillan and Thomas describe an innovative approach to assess the feasibility of home visitation in the tertiary prevention of child maltreatment. Some of the components and some of the difficulties of the program are reviewed, and the authors conclude that the intervention and assessment procedures are feasible and acceptable for preventing or reducing child maltreatment. Although the effectiveness of the interventions were not yet examined, this community-based approach represents an important addition to the available treatment and preventions strategies with maltreated children.
This edition marks the end of my three year term as guest editor. It has been an honour and a privilege to serve the Canadian Academy of Child Psychiatry, and The Canadian Journal ofPsychiatry in this capacity. I would like to express my thanks to the many reviewers for their thoughtful critiques of the submitted manuscripts. Invariably the contributors to this journal were pleased with the quality of the reviews received. I would also like to thank Canadian Academy president Gaby Weiss, and past presidents, YvonGauthier and
